Aim: An effort was made to collect and document the local heath traditions for the treatment of livestock diseases practiced by the indigenous communities of Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh, India.
INTRODUCTION
Traditional health care practice of indigenous people pertaining to human health is known as ethno-medicine. The study of traditional veterinary knowledge, practices, and belief is termed as ethno-veterinary medicine. Ethno-veterinary medicine is emerging as a challenging field in today's life. The main advantages of using ethnoveterinary practices over conventional system of treatment of diseases in animals are that it is less expensive, easily accessible, and more effective. 1 Livestock industry contributes 33% to agriculture GDP in India. The total livestock population in India is 512.05 million according to the 19th Livestock Census, All India report, 2012, Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India. In India, about 70% of rural households depend on livestock farming for supplementary income. 2 Since the poor livestock farmers cannot afford modern veterinary approaches for treating their livestock, proper documentation and scientific validation of traditional medicinal plants are most important for better care, management, and treatment of different diseases in animals and subsequently for further enhancement of the growth in livestock sector.
The rural community people have been relying upon ethno-veterinary practices since ancient times which are based on the plants available in their localities. The Vedic literature, particularly Atharvaveda, is a repository of traditional medicine including prescriptions for treatment of animal diseases. In Vedic veterinary practices, the most efficacious remedy for animal disease was Arundhati, which not only kept cattle free from disease, but also enhanced milk in cows. 3 The state of Uttar Pradesh, India, is a huge reservoir of ethno-veterinary medicinal plants and the ethnic people of this state have been using traditionally large number of medicinal plants in their traditional animal health care practices. [4] [5] [6] [7] In this context, an effort was made to collect and document the local heath traditions for the treatment of livestock diseases practiced by the indigenous communities of Sitapur districts of Uttar Pradesh, India.
Sitapur district is situated in the upper Gangetic plain of Uttar Pradesh and covering an area of 5743 sq km and is divided into six tehsils namely Sitapur, Biswan, Mishrikh, Laharpur, Mahmoodabad, and Sidhauli. Agriculture and animal husbandry are the main occupations of more than 80% of the population.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study area:
Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh, India ( Fig. 1) .
Sitapur district is situated in the upper Gangetic plain of Uttar Pradesh and covering an area of 5743 sq km and is divided into six tehsils namely Sitapur, Biswan, Mishrikh, Laharpur, Mahmoodabad, and Sidhauli. Sitapur district is located between at 27.57°N 80.68°E. According to 2011 census, Sitapur district had a total population of 4,474,446. Sitapur is mainly a rural district. Majority of its population is engaged in agriculture. Sugarcane, wheat, rice, potatoes, and vegetables are among the most important crops grown in the district. Pulses and mustard are also grown over a large area. Agriculture and animal husbandry are the main occupations of more than 80% of the population. In this study, minimum five villages from each of two Tehsils namely Mishrikh and Sidhauli of Sitapur districts of Uttar Pradesh, India, were randomly selected for the survey program.
Documentation process was done in group consisting of folk healers/pashu vaidya, village headman, gramya sarpanch, gramya panchayat members, livestock holders, livestock supervisors, paravet, botanist, and the documenter. Documentation includes general details of the folk healer, details of the health condition, traditional remedial measures for the health ailments, plant part use, and mode of preparation, doses and method of administration, and duration of treatment.
Information regarding local traditional animal health care practices was collected through a semi-structured questionnaire during the survey period, 2014 to 2015. The medicinal plant specimens were collected, identified by the botanist, shade dried, and herbarium specimens were prepared and deposited to the office, National Veterinary-Ayurveda Research Institute & Hospital, Lucknow, India.
RESULTS
The results of the study are presented in Table 1 . For each plant species, botanical name, family, local name, parts used, and mode of administration are provided. The rural farmers and traditional herbal healers of villages in Sitapur district have been using a number of ethno-veterinary medicinal plants for the health care of livestock. In the studied area of Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh, India, a total of 31 plant species belonging to 25 families were found to be used traditionally by the rural livestock keepers for the treatment of 20 diseases.
DISCUSSION
In the studied area of Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh, India, it was reported that a total of 31 plant species belonging to 25 families have been used traditionally by the rural livestock keepers for the treatment of 20 diseases. The rural farmers and traditional herbal healers have been using these plants to treat the various diseases of livestock like body heat, cold, diarrhea, dysentery, fever, foot infections, intestinal worm, jaundice, joint pain, paralysis, removal of ectoparasites, snake bite, and wounds. They have used single medicinal plant or in combination with other plants, oils, and salts for preparing the ethno-veterinary formulations for 
